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AuT. I. — On the Uriya and Kondh Population of Orisaa. By 
LiKUT. J. P. Fryb, in charge of the Agency in the Hill 
IVacts of Orissa, 

[liead20Ch March, 1858.] 

The term iiiuliiilij or iimlo, reriilcrcd "hill tracts," is a corruption of 
llie Sanscrit word "mala," signifyiiijj " a garland ;" and is applied to 
the continnons jungles wliicii cover liio surface of tlio Eastern Ghauts. 
The words "rajio," or "dcso," signifying "a princi[iality," or "country," 
are oMi|)loycd to designate the zcuiindaries whioli surround Ihoni ; 
while the open country, stretching from their bases to the coast of 
Orissa, is called " tele deso," or "low country." The above terms 
belong to the Uriya language. The Kondh calls his own country 
" Kni Dina," or " Kui Pruti ;" and that Inhabited by Uriyas, ho 
designates " Sasi Dina." 

The malo is distinguished by various names, according as its con- 
nection with tho zemindarics, situated below the Ghauts, distributes it 
into separate jurisdictions. Thus, within iho limits of the Sircar of 
Ganjnm, are, amongst others, the Gooinsui', Souradah, Koradali, and 
Kimidi Malo. 

Tho malo, or hill tract, subordinate to tho zcniindury of Kimidi, 
or Kiminindi, comprises, according to native calculation, n. tract of 
J GO kos in length. Subsequent tu its subjugation to tho House of 
Kimidi, it became divided into two portions, of which tho southern 
was distinguished as the Poroluh or Purlah Kimidi Malo. At present, 
tho northern portion is subdivided into two jurisdictions ; and the 
whole male Is known by the names of "Porolah" or "Pariah" the 
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2 THE UttlYA AND ICONDH POPULATION OP ORISSA. 

godali, or resldcnco of tlio ruling fnmily, liaving been established at a 
village of that name. 

Tlio Parlnli Kimidi Malo is peopled, except in a few villages on 
its northern boundary, by the Saora race, who speak ii diflcrcnt lan- 
guage, and are, if possible, more wild in bearing than the Kondh. 
Of this race little is known, but the courts of the Ganjani Agency 
bear evidence to their lawless violence. Human sacrifice is not prac- 
tised, as they profess themselves unable to perform the rite ; but flesh 
is purchased from the Kondhs, and buried in their fields. The length 
uf this male is estimated at about 40 kos. 

The Dodu Kimidi Malo is of small extent, being about 20 kos in 
length. It lies intcrnicdiato, but somewhat to the eastward of those 
of Pariah and Sano Kimidi. Its chief Inhabitants are the Saora race. 
One portion of this tract is peopled by Koudhs, who maintain human 
sacrifice. 

The Sano Kimidi Malo, the most northern and largest in extent 
of these tracts, is, on native computation, about 100 kos from north 
to south, and 40 from cast to west. Its boundaries are ns fellow ; 

On the north-east, the males of Goomsur and Bead, subject to tho 
authorities in Ganjam and Cuttack ; on the north, a tract of dcbalc- 
ablo land called the Maji Deso ; on the north-west and west, the 
Kalahnndi Deso, under tho jurisdiction of Nagpur ; on tho south- 
west and south, the extensive llaj of Jaypur, under tho surveillance 
of the Agency in Vizagapalam ; on the south-east and east, tho potty 
zcmiudary of Kattingiah, and tho Sonraduli Malo, under the control 
of the Agencies in Ganjam and the hill tracts of Orissa. 

The above tract is hemmed in on all sides by the Kondh and 
Qond races ; and if tho males of Bead and Goomsur, where tho rile 
of human sacrifice has been suppressed, that of Souradah, in which 
female infanticide exists, and Kattingiah, free from either evil, bo 
excepted, it is surrounded by tho votaries of human sacrifice, us yet 
almost unchecked in tho observance of the rite, and virtually inde- 
pendent of European control. There are remote glens, tho inhabitants 
of which havo never left their narrow bounds, or carried their know- 
ledge of nuinkind further than occasiomil intercourse with their 
brethren of tho next valley. Placed beyond tho pale of communica- 
tion with tho plains, the tenants of these hills aro necessarily buried 
in ignorance, superstition, and prejmlice. 

The general features of the malo aro successive ranges of hills, of 
various elevation, clothed with timber of small growth, brushwood, 
and high coarse grasses. Tho intervening valleys aro, in the central 
or moro remote localities, frequently uninhabited, and present to the 
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eye unbroken ehccls of wild luxuriance. In other instances iLey have 
been selected as sites for villages ; and the very bed of the valley or 
ravine, rich through the attrition of ages, is distributed into rico fields 
with groat labour, und a few hill-sides are cleared for the culture of 
dhtil, and other Icguniina, which, rather than rice, form the staple of 
food. 

The ranges, generally speaking, run nearly in a line parallel 
with the eastern coast, hence the increase of elevation is westward. 
Ascending from Goomsur by tlio Kttrniinghia Ghat, whivh, in length 
and steepness of acclivity, exceeds anything yet traversed in this male, 
no considcrublo riso is perceptible, until, by passing to the westward, 
through the divisions of nallegCiduh and UarkCimah, the frontier of 
Kalahandi is attained ; if, entering at Solaveska, a course be pursued 
to the south parallel with the Kondh tracts of Madanpur, a chain is 
traversed which composes the exterior and most elevated range in 
the nialo. This tract is but little known. On leaving Solaveska in 
a south-easterly route, a long and somewhat steep declivity is encoun- 
tered ; and the fall is continued until the valley of Pussangah is 
entered. From this intermediate range to the divisions of Saran- 
gad<lah, Oudagodah, i&c., on the inner or eastern verge of the malo, 
a gradual decline is perce])tible. Thus, in the northern district 
of Mahasinghi, three distinct ranges may bo traced. One to the east- 
ward of these is entered in the southern district of Suvarnagiri, and 
the declivity of a stoop ghaut is in a south-westerly direction. Again, 
still further to tlio east, a sharp aHuent leads from Surampur to 
Gaddapur, from tho crest of which the descent to the low country is 
gradual and continuous. Strong ineijualities of surface and rocky 
beds of torrents, trying to laden cattle, frequently occur ; but the 
passes from range to raiigo do not present any very formidable obstacle 
to jirogress, while nniny of the footpaths which conncot village with 
village, by passing through beds of successive valleys, lessen the toil 
of travel. Heads there are none, and tho axe is often in request to 
open the forest for tho passage of baggage cattle. 

In the central or we.'stcrn |)ortions of the malo, ravines intersect 
the hills, but in the intermediate range, vallies and stretches of level 
country occur. Tho eye is relieved, after resting for hours on 
unbroken forests, or vainly seeking signs of animal life in deep wooded 
glens, by a sudden transition into an open space studded with villages. 
But disa])pointment succeeds the momentary pleasure, when it is per- 
ceived that but little advantage is taken of such favoured sites ; save 
a strip of rico cultivation, the valley is almost untouched by tho 
plough, and generally covered with coarse grass. The villages, how- 
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ever, appear Iniger iiiul more substantial tliaii tliose located in nivincs. 
The district of I^Iasaka, or Maliasiiiglii, forms tlio wildest and poorest 
part of ibo country. Tliosu ])ortion8 under tlio real control of tlio 
Uiiya chieftain wear a more favourable appearance, though the divi- 
sions on tl)e eastern and western boundary are wild in the extreme. 
In the district of Gaddapur the country is open, and everything 
approximates in feature to the adjoining zcmindaiies. 

The Bagnadi, a feeder of the Miihanadf, intersects the division 
of nallcgndah on the northern frontier of tho malo, and, flowing 
in a north-westerly course, waters the Maji Ucso valley, between the 
eastern and western faces of tho Patna and Bead Males, and debouches 
into tho groat stream near Solnipur. At tho ford of Uallcgudah, tho 
banUs arc high and steep, and tho channel is upwards of 300 feet in 
widlh, Tlie Uasakoila, which Hows into tho sea at Ganjam, is met 
with near Kattingiah, below the south-eastern verge of the inalo, as a 
dear mountain streamlet. Narrow and rocky channels of torrents, in 
which the flow is generally eastward, are constantly cucouutered. 

Springs aro abundant ; tlio sound of running water is heard in 
every valley, and the fields are capable of cultivation when all is 
parched in the low country. But as one average crop meels tho 
wants of the grower, they are sufl'orcd to lie fallow until tho ensuing 
season. Tanks or wells aro not met with in tho nialo. 

The soil generally is shallow, stones and gravel being scattered 
over tiic surface. The alluvial deposit of the valley is very rich ; 
and if jit be narrow, or of limited extent, its entire bed is ilistributed 
into fields. In clearing tho higher ground, timber is destroyed by 
making an incision, encircling the trunk, a foot or so from the root, 
and of suflicient depth to admit of tho escape of the sap. Fire is also 
applietl to clear tho surface of grasses and brushwood. The soil \a 
lightly turned with a shallow plough ; and, amidst stones and clods of 
earth, email grains and hardy legnininous plants take root, and yield 
a scanty increase. 

The malo is divisible into six districts, of which two only, 
Masaka or Mahasinghi, to tho north, and Suvarnagiri to the south, aro 
above the Ghats ; Gaddapur, on their verge, stretches towards tlio 
lilains ill a south-easterly direction ; whilo below them aro those of 
Panignndah, Berekoto, and Chaiidragiri. 

The larger tracts, designated districts and divisioiLs, aro .styled by 
the Uriyas "Deso," and by the Koiidhs "Dinaj" while the subdivisions 
are called by the former, "Mulali," and by tho latter " Kliand," sig- 
nifying a piece or fragment. Tho Kondh calls his country after tlio 
name of his Uriya chieftain. Thus, a Kondh of Bark<'iniali, or of 
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Builagiidiili, waiM ciill tlicir rcsj)Dotivo coinilrics " Uoj^o Diiiu," or 
"Guni Dina," as being iiiidoi' tlic snay of lingo I'atro, ov Giini 
I'alro ; in speakiii/; of llicinsolvos coiloctivoly, tlioy stylo tlicmscl vps 
"llogo Millaka," or "Guni Millaka," i.e., cliildreii of llogo or Giini 
Patro j and, in distinguishing a man of ono division from one of 
anotlior, tlioy add tlic word "aiijn," "person," to tiio name of tiic place. 

Of the above districts, Cliandragiri alone can be said to be free 
from connexion and sympathy with liuniun sacrifice. It is under the 
immediate control of the " Uorjiri Tilo," or, as it is connuonly called, 
"JJorisolo" family; and an annual assessment is paid into the trea- 
sury at Ganjam. It is inhabited almost exclusively by the Saoraii 
race. In the division of Kurtehi, under Maliasinglii, human blood 
is not shed ; but the cllicacy of such an offering is fully admitted. 
The Kondhs of that division stale that tlicy formerly sacrificed human 
victims, but as tlioir forefathers failed to teach tlicm how to do so 
acceptably, the deity forbade their further immolation. They, however, 
offer a bufralo annually at the usual period of the Mcrlali sacrifice, with 
the ceremonial which obtained when a niore |)rccious victim was ])ro- 
vided. They adirm that the fertility of their (iolds, and security fiom 
general ill, dejiends on the <lue performance of the rite. The priest 
slays the victim, and mor.sels of the flcdi are cirricrl ofl' to tlio 
noighbuuring villages and oaten. The non-observance of the ]\leriali 
saeririce in this division is of little importance, as general sympathy in 
favour of the rite manifests itself in the provision of victims to the 
sacrificing division by which it is bordered. With the above excep- 
tions, human sacrifice is everywhere regarded as essential to welfare. 

In each division i.s a village, generally occupying an open site, 
and solely or mainly iidiabiled by an Uriya ]iopulation. It is slyled 
the "godali," or fort, and often bears the name of the division of 
which it forni.i, as it were, the capital. The head of the comni unity 
is called, by his Uriya followers, " Patro," and, by his Kondh subject?-, 
"Patrenju," or, more commonl}', "llajeuju," nijuivalent to itaja The 
Pntros, especially those of Mahasiughi, also call each other Kaji, 
when spealung of themselves with reference to the ICondlis. The Patro 
is the ruler of bis own iliviKliiu, ami resists the .slightest cncroa(;limout 
of a neighbour, lie is surrounded by a petty Court, so to speak, con- 
sisting of members of his own family, a few oilicials with distinct 
titles, armed retainer.s and depondijul-i, comprising a few arti/.aus, and 
emigrants who have (locked round the chief in times of local scarcitv. 

Where the village is not exclusively inhabited by the (Jriya popu- 
lation, the main streets form the residence of the I'alro au'l bin fol- 
lowers. At Sarangaddali, the Uriya ipiartcr is situated between a 
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ICondli village to the Mrest, and a Gond settlement to tlio enst. In 
otiior places a Kondli village aligns with it. 

A few families of the Gond laco have oniigiatod from Kalahaiidi 
and Bastar at various times. Some have settled at Sarangaddali, 
wliilo others have passed on into the Goomsnr Male, and penetrated 
as far to the eastward as Udyagiri, near the head of the Kdrniinghia 
Pass, where a colony has established itself. They are also met with, 
as a few families, at Chachingudah, and Kiritingiah, of Goomsur, lying 
between the above points. These eniigrations still continno in tin)cs 
of scarcity, bnt their numbers are very trifling. It is in tho countries 
bordering this male to tho west that they are known as a people. 
The Patros of the frontier divisions of Lonkagodah and Bellagodah 
are of this race, as is also tho Chief of Mohangiri, under Kalahandi, 
not to mention in this placo other men of influence. The Gonds 
settled at Sarangaddali, receive land of the Patro in return for 
geuerni service. They intermarry with tho families of their race in 
Goomsur: they reside at tho godali. With regard to their customs, 
their mythology diflers from that of tho Uriyas or Kondhs. They 
sacrifice animals, drink ardent spirits, eat flesh, but escliow that of 
the cow : they will not partake of food with any other class. Their 
feelings on the (juestion of human sacrifice are not, as yet, accurately 
asccrlaincd ; but it is asserted that they do not porlorm tho rite. Tho 
titles amongst them aro"Dalbehra" and "Magi." They esteem them- 
selves of great purity of race, so that in former days they considered 
the approach of a Brahman to their dwellings as conveying an impurity 
to tho spot ; they are now, however, somewhat less rigid on this 
ground. Tho Uriyas of tho hills, while they regard tho Kondhs as a 
distinct and inferior race, assign to tho Gonds a common origin with 
themselves. Tho tradition received at Sarangaddali is as follows : — 

A certain raja, named Sobhajoi Singh, being unnmrricd, and 
desirous of issue, called to his bed four parties in succession. Thoso 
selected wore the danghtcrs of a washerman, a potter, a distiller of 
spirits, and a Brohman ; and the respective issue was a Doholo or Dolo, 
a Kohouro, a Ootid, and the Nolo Benso Patro — the progenitors of tho 
four classes now mot with in the male. 

The Kondhs, as a race, are the owners and cultivators of the soil ; 
and they inhabit villages scattered, or closely grouped, according to 
Hie opportunities which present themselves for tillage. 

Tho site of a village is generally selected with reference to the 
valley, on which life inainly depends, and is accordingly to bo seen 
crowning a slope which rises gently from the irrigated land. When 
a community is torn by feuds, such a site is abandoned, and a strong 
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position on a iiiil piofuncJ, in wiiicli case the settlement is surrounded 
by a rude stone wall; otiierwise, villages are wholly unprotected. The 
etroets gonorally run from east to west ; little regularity is, however, 
observed in building. The houses are very small and low, but firmly 
constructed of planks, inserted horizontally into grooves cut in the 
corner posts ; the whole surface is plastered with mud ; they are 
thatched with the large strong grass whiuh abounds in the jungle. 
Thoy generally contain three rooms ! in the centre one the family 
dwells; one is used for the purpose of cooking; and the other as a 
store room. Thoro is but one door, which, during the cold season, is 
firmly closed to exclude the outer air ; while the family sleep round 
the wood fire, which is lighted on the floor. In each village arc hoii.scs 
set apart for the youth of either sex, in one or other of which thoy 
pass the night with as many of their own sex as the village may 
contain. The symbols of human sacrifice, consisting of long bamboo 
poles, and posts rudely cnrvod, are to bo seen in the main streets of 
every village ; while outside, in an open place, similar posts aro 
observable, marking the site of a small mound of stones, the place of 
interment of the mangled remains of the victims. In the district of 
Suvarnagiri, a huge log, one end of which is fashioned into a form 
resembling an elephant's head, is ])laccd at right angles and at an 
equipoise, upon an upright post, on which it revolves when propelled. 
It appears to bo in lion of tlic carved posts of tbo Mahasinghi 
district. The usual place of concourse is the street, or the open spaces 
at either end of the village, whore cattle also are tethered during the 
night. 

In the district of Mahasinghi, which is more isolated, wild, and 
thinly populated than those to the south, the villages are small, rarely 
exceeding one or two streets, and often comprising about as many 
houses. In Suvarnagiri thoy are large and substantial, some contain- 
ing from 200 to 300 families. But the population everywhere is very 
thin. 

The Uriyas generally add the alBx of "giim" to the different 
names of villages: as "Diggogdm," or "Sindragdm." Amongst the 
Kondhs, the village, or otherwise the main street, often bears tlie 
name of the founder, to which is aflixed the word " millaka," or 
"children," succeeding generations being esteemed his offspring. Thus 
a village is styled Diggo Millaka, as founded by Diggo. In like 
manner, each street boars the name of the person who founded, or was 
originally connected with it ; to which are added the names of 
"khanda," or "para," a side, or quarter : as, " Birisa Khanda," ond 
" Dfita Para," 
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In personal nppoarnncp, tlio Uiiyns of this inalo aro far inferior to 
tlieir brctiiren in tlio plains, and wear the appearance of a gradual 
degeneracy and assimilation to a lower stage of civilization. This is 
morn perceptible in tlic north than in the south. In Mahnsinghi, (ho 
Piitros aro scarcely distinguishable from tlio Koudhs ; and the namo 
of " llriya Kondli," contempttiously applied to them by the people of 
the plains, aptly describes thoir condition. Amongst tho Kondlis, 
specimens aro abundant of agile manhood. In tho young nmu, thow 
and sinew, breadth of chest, and ])leasing features are not wanting. 
Ill some places, especially in tho division of Pi'issangah, tho stature is 
couimaiuling. Many bear a striking reseinblauco, in tho facial angle, 
the retiring forehead, high check-bones, and aquiline nose, to tho 
American Indian, The fomalcs arc low of stature, coarse in person, 
and repulsive in feature. An appearance of uiicliastencss pervades 
all classes, and their habits are said to bo filthy in the extreme. 

Tho Uriyas, when conipared with Kondhs as a class, may bo 
esteemed the less degraded of a deeply debased people — regarding 
tlicmsclves, and considered by tho latter, of a higher order j and as tho 
rulers of the land, lliey aro j)rovcntod by position from losing every 
trace of didorenco in race and creed. They aro almost universally 
iililcrnto. In tho district of Mnliasinghi no one can road or write. 
Ill (ho south, from intercourse willi the plains, thny stand out more 
distinctly as inembors of tho Uriyii family ; but, with few exceptions, 
(hey are swayed by sympathy with, or fear of, tho Kondhs, whom, at 
the same time, they profess to regard iis a very inferior race. 

Tlio Kondli is quite nncivilizcd ; ignorance and superstition are 
universal, Tho striking of a clock produced the most lively sensations 
of alarm ; the telling of tho hours being esteemed a supernatural sum- 
mons for the surrender of tho JMeriahs, whoso numbers wcro thus 
detailed. The deity in whoso favour human sacrilioo is oflbrod, was 
ahvaj's supj)osed to retire on the apjiroacli of tho agency. In 
some places, the simple curiosity of the savago was manifested. At 
one encampment a curious scene occnrred ; tho camp was fixed in a 
small valle}' ; a gentle slope on the oiio side, and an abrupt rooky 
hill on tho other, woro respectively crowned by a village. Groups of 
cither sex were observed seated afar off, and looking on with fear and 
astonishment. By degrees tho men approached the camp, and curi- 
ously examined tho tents ; grailually they gained confidence, and sat 
at the doors, when tho oflicers of the escort excited their surprise by 
exhibiting the mirror and tho burning-glass. The wonders now seen 
for the first time were recounted in tho village ; and bands of women, 
apparently unable to resist the opportunity of seeing and comparing 
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tlicir charms, took confldonco, and, midor the escort of one or two 
nged men, mado successive rushes into the cauip, sought Iho tents, 
and eagerly gazed into the mirror. Peals of merriment succeeded 
the first emotions of (furprise, and vanity, excited perhaps for the first 
time, led to comparisons of tlie beauty of each other's tattooed and 
disfigured features. The females soon retired, but the men often spent 
hours in the adornment of their persons. 

The Uriya has no right in tlio soil : ho is essentially a trader, and 
sn]>plics the wants of the Kondim by importing commodities into the 
hills from the marts of the low country, or by purchasing thorn from 
the merchants who periodically visit tho godah. He carries on a 
potty traflic from village to village, receiving in exchange grain, or, 
nioro rarely, land. Tho cultivation around the godah docs not of 
necessity belong to the Uriya population. Tlio Patro and his depen- 
dents purchase according to their means, and till tho ground in person. 
In tho division of PCissaiigah, tho former owns four, and his followers, 
on an average, one or two fields each of tho irrigation adjoining the 
godah ; and, collectively, some ten or twelve fields of that attached to 
Kondh villages. Tho amount of land in possession of the Uriy.-is 
varies according to circumstances, the largest proportion being held, 
in tho Mahasingh! district, by Guni Patro, tho oldest branch of tho 
divided family ruling in various parts of tho district. But in no caso 
is it sullicicut for support, irrespective of trade. Previous to the inter- 
vention of Government, tho sale of children for sacrifice was a lucra- 
tive source of income, land being frcfpiently received in payment. 

Tho Kondh is a husbnndman and a hunter. He knows no trade, 
and has no extraneous source of subsistence. His means are tho fruits 
of tho earth, and the products of the plains. 

Tho right over the land is vested unreservedly in the holder, chil- 
dren having no power of a veto upon its sale, as in tho caso of ances- 
tral property in tho plains. On marriage, a son quits tho paternal 
roof and becomes a householder, receiving a share of the land at 
tho hands of his father. In tho caso of many sons, tho division is 
equally mado, there being no recognition of tho claim of primogeniture. 

In seasons of scarcity land is sold, and tho family maintain them- 
ficlves by the culture of dhiil and pulses on the hill-sides. The buyer 
pays tho value of his purchase in grain. When Kondhs are the con- 
tracting parlies, the relatives on either side are present as witnesses. 
The seller places some soil of tho field in the hand of the purchaser, 
as a token of his right of possession ! the seller then declares that tho 
transfer has been eflected for value rcceivetl, and calls down a curfio 
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on himself should ho again claim tho land : this compact is goncially 
preserved inviolate. Redemption is of rare occnrronco. 

Tbo Kondh divides the year into throe seasons— namely, "Pcnni," 
the cold ; " Harra," the hot ; and " Piju dina," tho rainy season. Ho 
further marks the seasons of agrioultnro, as follows : "Irpi vela," tho 
time when the flowers of tho Maliwa tree fall, or February and March 
of our year, when the ploughing commences; " Maha vela," tho period 
of ripe mangoes, or May and June, when the rice crop is sown ; and 
" fiikka vela," tho season of harvest, or tho months of October and 
November. The rains commence in the end of May, or perhaps some- 
what earlier. At the commcnccinont of the hot season, the young 
persons of both soxes go out into the jungles in parlies to gather tho 
flowers of the Mahwa for distillation. This is described as a season of 
great licence. Indeed, little care njjpcars to be bestowed upon the 
young ; though infidolity in the married woman is visited by a fine 
levied on her paramour, nun'o from motives of policy, it may bo con- 
ceived, than from a regard to propriety. During tbo same season tho 
main occupation is the chase. Fron» the commencement of tho rains 
to tho harvest, tho Kondh is employed in agriculture : tho intervening 
period is ono of inaction, excepting during the orgies attendant upon 
tho rite of human sacrifice, to which his attention is directed with a 
view to secure an abundant crop, and immunity from ill during the 
ensuing seasons. He occasionally visits the fairs in the low countries 
during this period . 

Tho produce of the valley — an annual crop of coarse rice — is 
I redden out by the foot of the reaper, and generally secreted in hiding- 
plnces in the hills ; a small quantity for immediate consumption being 
stored in large baskets, grouped on a platform at tho head of the vil- 
lage, or placed within the small enclosures in roar of tho houses. On 
higher ground, various small grains, common to the low country, are 
cultivated, and, when reaped, exposed on high platforms until February 
or March, when the seeds are threshed or trodden out, and stored in 
the houses for present use. Tho hill-sides produce dhitl, and other 
Icgumina. Mustard and oil seeds are sown in Novenibor, and gathered 
in February. Tho ginger plant is abundant, and turmeric is partially 
cultivated ; tho roots arc «lHg up in January .and February, In tho 
enclosures adjoining a village, yams, beans, gourds, pumpkins, sweet 
potatoos, brinjalls, ))lantain8, tobacco, and tho castor-oil tree are grown 
in small quautilics. The niaiigo and jack-fruit trees attain to a largo 
size. A species of citron is planted in villages. A variety of palm, 
called in tho Uriya "Solopo," and in tho Kondh tongue "Sarta," 
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which furnishes an intoxicating bovorage, is carofully roared, Tho 
" Moholo," or Irpi, is a forest tree. Tlie siik-cotton tree is aljuniiant 
and productive, but its vatuo tis an article of export is itnlcnown. Tho 
bamboo is rarely seen in tho northern, though common in other parts 
of the nialo. The plantain is met with in localities which seem to 
indicate its being indigenous. Tho deep forest glen presents no traces 
of its cultivation; and the plant seems ns natural a tenant of tho waste 
as tho fern or lily which grows in its neighbourhood. Tho wild plant 
docs not possess tho same girth of stem as that under cultivation, not 
being more than an inch in diameter. The orange and lime are said 
to bo indigenous in tho western border of the male, 

Tho weekly marts held at the Kashali of Souradali, and the village 
of Dallaguntah, in the Goomsur zemindary, are occasionally attended 
by tho people of this malo. Tiie Kondlis of Sarangaddah and Balle- 
gudah frequent tho latter in person ; but for the most part tho petty 
traflic is in tho hands of the Uriyas and Panwahs, who repair thithor 
throe or four times in the year, chiefly during tho cold season. Until 
lately, the people of Suvarnagiri used to frequent a fair at Simpur of 
Gaddapur, but owing to ill-blood between those districts, and the 
consequent insecurity of the road, traders havo ceased to repair thithor. 
Tho Panwahs of tlio western frontier divisions, Lonkagodah, Balle- 
gudah, Bfmarmallika, &o., frequent a fair in Patna of Kalahandi. 
In tho two first-named places, Uriyas are tho chief inhabitants ; and 
tho villages are large, and comparatively wealthy, the Kondhs being 
fow and poor. 

Tho exports are turmeric, oil-seeds, yams, and ginger. Some 
]>arties proceed direct to Dallaguntah, which mart is more frequented 
than that of Souradali. Others sell thoir produce at Porala, a village 
near llussellkondah, where merchants await their arrival, and then pas.s 
on to Ballaguntah to mako their purchases. 

The imports are — cattle for the plough, metal cooking ntensil!<, 
ornaments, coarse cotton cloths, cotton, beads, iron bars, salt, salt fish, 
and occasionally silks and fine cloths for tho use of the Patro. No 
dues are levied upon this trafiic. 

Tho value of tho produce carried down to tho marts by an indi- 
vidual is exceedingly small. It is enclosed in light baskets, formed 
of leaves sowed together, one or two of which form a burthen ; tho 
average value of ono such load of turmeric being about 12 anas, and, 
of other commodities, 1 rupee. The total annual exports of ono 
individual may amount to 4 or 5 rupees. 

The average price of turmeric may be 20, ginger 12 vis, mustard 
and sesame oil-soods 10 and 12 gliunis per rupee ; but it naturally 
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(Iiictualcs. Bullocks arc purclmsed at from 2 tu 4, and liiiflaloos from 
3 to 4 rupees a pair j tlicy are old or worn-out beasts. Cotton clotli 
is procured at 8 anas per piece, a»d heads at from 30 to 40 strings 
per rupee. Tliree vis of turmeric are exchanged for two of salt, and 
for salt tisli at par. 

Tho yokes of ploughing cattle aro exchanged in the Kondli villages 
for rico, tho rates of which aro nearly uniform throughout the nialo : 
the former averages 120, and tho latter CO seers per jiipcu. Tho usual 
exchange for a yoke of cattle is COO scors of paddy, cquiviilunt to 
.'> rupees. This produce is cither consumed or, of late, reserved for 
sale, tho periodical visit of tho Agency having converted it into uu 
article of trntlic. 

A small and lluctuating trade is open between this nialo and tlio 
zcmindari of D.ispallnh. Merchants by caslo, or oil sollors, cross 
tho nialo of Hoad, and proceed by Bondiigodali into tho norlhcni 
divisions, in parties of three or four men. with from twelve to fourteen 
bullocks laden with cloth, salt, and salt fish. To these, until lately, 
they added brass aud copper vessels ; but owing to a decrease in (ho 
demand for turmeric, which is procurable in largo quantities in tho 
more accessible nialos of Bead and Goomsur, thoy hilvo ccisod to tlo 
so, or to visit the mnlo so regularly ns bofoic. 

On arrival, the mart is opened in the vcriindah of the I'atro's 
house, when tho Uriyas transfer to them, at an averngo rate of 3 for I 
of salt, or from 12 to 16 vis for a piece of clotli valued at 8 anas, 
the turmeric which thoy have procured in tho villages at an average 
rate of vis for 1 of salt. 

The above remarks primarily refer to tho division of Pdssangah, 
which is comparatively open, and, judging from a rough census of 
population and produce which it was endeavoured to compile, more 
jiroductivo than most other parts of tho nialo. Hero, thou, tho annual 
amount of lurmorio sold to the merchant was estimated at 20 rupees, 
while that carried down to the markets was stated at tho value of 
10 rupees. 

Tho averngo of trallic will naturally dupend upon tho proximity 
or remoteness of tho division from the marts of the low country, tlio 
abscuco or prevalence of fend, and the facility or dilliculty of inter- 
course. In Sarangaddah, bordered by the males of Boad and floom- 
sur, whence a direct ronil leads through tho comparntively wealthy 
divisions of the last-named tract to the mart of Ballaguntah, an 
appearance of suibstance is perceptible. Tho sugar-cane, unknown in 
other parts, is cultivated, and regular intercourso maiutniucd with 
tho ]>lnins ; but in tho interior, or western frontier of the malo, tlicro 
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in liUlo iiiiluccnicnt for tlio growlli of produce beyond wliat is neces- 
sary to support life. Owing to distance, fear of surrounding foes, and 
absence of roads, coniinunication is closed ; and the Kondli depends 
solely on tlio casual visits of tlio Uriya for the supply of his neces- 
sities. 

Tlio wants of a rnco so rude anil isolated arc few, but even these 
arc not adequately 6upi)licd, marked poverty being generally visible. 
'J'lic primary caii-so of such a condition lies in the imagined nccoisssity 
for human sacrifice — a ritu which deluges the land with social evils. 
Feuds, and the remoteness of the marts, also contribute to aggravate 
the evil. 

The cattle are poor in the oxtromo, being the wretched worn-out 
beasts purchased at the fairs. Milch cows arc rarely met with ; sheep 
and goats are plentiful— the former are snmll, but the flesh is of a 
delicate flavour; the latter are much prized in the low country. 
Swine, scarcely to be distinguished from the wild species, and a few 
fowls, complete the list of domestic animals. The dog and the cat 
frequent the village, and the surrounding jungle abounds in beasts of 
prey and game. 

Cloth being an article of very limited import, the uso of dross is 
confined among.^it all classes to tlio niirrowest bounds admitted by 
decency. The Uriya is contented with one coarse piece fastened 
round bis loins, the lieud being gcnovally uncovered. The Palro him- 
self, especially in Maha.singhi, is distinguished by a species of robe 
of oflico, consisting of a rod blanket, ornamented with a variou.ily 
coloured fringe. The Uriya frequently wears his very limited cover- 
ing according to Kondli usage. The Kondh is generally more scantily 
clothed than the Uriya, and bis mode of dress more repulsive to 
decency, the cloth being old and foul. Should he, however, wear one 
of tho strong pieces woven in the country, which consists of a 
long narrow strip, with cither end composed of bright colours and 
fringed, he assumes a somewhat better appearance. Tlio ends, how- 
ever, are suflcrcd to hang down behind, so as to resemble a tail, tho 
wearer thus claiming an aflinity with tho lower creation, which, in bis 
case, is well nigh supcrfiuous. Dutthe head-dress is the characteristic 
feature in the Kondh costume : the hair of the bead, which is worn 
very long, is drawn forward, and rolled up until it resembles a short 
horn protruding from between tho eyes. Around this it is his delight 
to wrap a piece of red cloth, and insert the feathers of a favourite bird, 
as also his pipe, comb, &c. The adornment of this horn is apparently 
of tho first importance, and the naked savage may bo seen intoxicated 
with vanity on its due decoration. On tho western frontier, cloth was 



14 THE UBIYA AND KONDH POPULATION OF OllISSA. 

unknown, and strips of paper Biiflicod to procure fowls and grain. 
The ears of either sex are weighed down with a profusion of brass 
rings } the nostrils are also pierced ; heavy brass armlets are worn ; 
and necklaces of brass or glass beads. In the south, the horn of hair 
is worn on the right side of the head, and broad leaden rings are 
inserted in each nostril. The use of coarse brass ornanionts is more 
prevalent than in the north. Tho clothing of the women is nearly as 
limited as that of tho nuilcs ; the bosom is invariably exposed, and 
a single cloth is worn round tho loins, which dues not reach below tho 
middle of tho thigh. Advanced pregnancy does not secure a greater 
regard to decency, 

The Uriyn, as a trader, is well iic(iuainted with the value of money; 
and being very poor, is proportiouably grasj)ing. The Kondli gene- 
rally prefers barter, the most highly esteemed equivalent being a strip 
of rerl cloth. When money is required, the demand generally exhibits 
an ignorance of its relative value. In the more remote parts it is 
refused ; or a copper coin, if received, is regarded as an ornament, and 
suspended to the necks of the children. 

Independently of the ultimate advantages resulting from tho aboli- 
tion of huniau sacrifice, it is worthy of remark, that tho annual visits 
of tho Agcucy confer a direct beneflt upon this poverty-stricken land, 
by giving an impulse to trade, and creating a circulation of money, 
which, if duly seconded by further beneficial measures, will manifest 
itself, on tho exchange of the current medium for the necessaries of life, 
in the permanent amelioration of the condition of the people. 

AVithout reference to the gratuities conferred upon thoso with 
whom the Agent holds direct communication on tho subject of his 
mission, the presence of a large camp necessarily causes a steady 
demand for rice, otherwise unmarketable, and other commodities which 
are procurable without diiliculty in every division. Once only, on the 
frontier of Kniahandi, in a sub-division rarely visited by Uriyns, it 
was found necessary to procure a supply from Mohangiri, M'ithin tho 
Nagpur territory. The Uriyas wero the chief purveyors, tho grain 
being brought from tho godah, where a rate, ensuring a considorablo 
proGt to the seller, was established. The Koudhs also frequented tho 
cam]), oflcriug for sale gourds, eggs, fowls, sheep, goats, pea-fowl, 
jungle-swine, and grain. 

Tho food of tho Kondh consists principally of a kind of strong 
broth made from dhdl ; also rice, boiled the previous night and turned 
into a sort of sour gruel. They eat all animals killed in tho chase, 
but are sparing in the use of domestic animals. Should any be slain 
by a beast of prey, or ofl'ercd in sacrifice, tho flesh is generally eaten. 
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The Kondh is proiio to iutoxicatioii. During tlic Merlah sacrifice, 
in particular, they are bo frcuzied 'witi) deep indulgence as to be dan- 
gerous of approacli. But, generally speaking, the vice is loss preva- 
lent than in the lualos of Qooinsur and Boad, from the absence of 
opportunity rather than want of inclination. The people of the plains 
have not begun to derive a nefarious profit by pandering to this 
depraved taste. The "Sundi," or spirit-seller, lias not established his 
still ; and the people are dependent on their own resources for distilla- 
tion. No opportunity of excess is, however, permitted to pass by. 

Ardent spirits are procured front rice and other grains, as also 
from the flower of the Mahwa tree, by a simple process of distillation. 
The juice of the palm, called " sarla," is drawn and drunk in a state 
of fermentation. Tho use of strong tobacco is universal : it in cut up, 
and inclosed in a |>ipo formed of a broad leaf, which is generally 
inserted into the head-dress, or the cloth. Several arc thus carried, 
lit as occasion requires, and then replaced for further use. As the 
Kondh never appears at ease except when seated, so his thoughts 
a|)pear to stagnate unless brought out under the influence of tobacco. 
Seated, or rather squatted in a circle, and smoking intensely, the 
ciders discuss all matters of interest. 

The implements of agriculture arc — a rude plough, a harrow with 
a double row of wooden teeth, a small narrow felling axe, a sickle, and 
a wood-knife. With tho axo alone timber is fashioned into planks, 
and laboriously planed, to form tho walls of houses. 

A battle-axe, tho blado of which is divided into two points 
resembling the rays of a star-flsh, and a rude bow and arrow, appear 
to be the only weapons of war. In the north these are rarely seen : 
but the constant compauion of the Kondh is a long stafl*. This, 
however, he lays aside when about to pay his respects to the Agent, 
and presents himself unarmed. No display attends tlio visit of 
tho Muhiusinghi or Suvurnagiri Kondh ; but in Gaddapur, and 
throughout the Souradah Malo, he approaches with music anr] 
dancing, armed, aud heated with ardent spirits. The axe is bran- 
dished with shouts and cries, and the object of the interview marred 
by noisy tumult. The war-dress of tho Kondh consists of a turban, 
adorned with a crest of feathers, and a strong cloth wound tightly 
round the body. In Mahasinghi, tho broad axe of Boad is generally 
carried by tho Patro and his retainers. In the souths tho matchlock 
and shield are their usual weapons. 

The instruments of niusio amongst the Urtyas are similar to those 
in use in the plains. Various kinds of drums, and the trumpet 
furnished by the Patro, are employed by tho Kondhs during tho Meriah 



16 TUB UlUYA AND KONDII POPULATION OP OIUSSA. 

6!icrificc. Tlio "doka," a primitive species of liitn, linvjiig two istriiigs 
of wire, and a sounding-board composed of gourds, is peculiar to tlio 
liilis. Tiio shepherd's pipe is also connnonly heard, joined with shrill 
song, in the pasturing grounds. 

The daneo is n principal amusement, though it is diflicult to con- 
ceive anything more monotonous. It consists of a kind of shuffling 
gait on a straight line. 'I'ho feet are scarcely raised from the ground, 
on M-liich the eyes are steadily fixed ; the arms aro held close to the 
body, the elbows at right angles with the clenched fist. The whole 
body seems engaged in progression. When the end of the lino is 
attained, the dancer raises his head, and assuming a triumphant nir, 
M-liecls round, and recommences the laboured stop at the point from 
whence ho started. A performer guides the measure on a lute, and 
the spectators keep time by clapping the hands ; at times, two 
dancers advance abreast, and wheel outwards to resume the measure. 
The battle-axe, so adroitly brandished in the dances of Bead and 
Goomsur, is not used in this nialo, except perhaps in Qaddapur. 

The Patro and his followers speak the Uriya language. Their 
pronunciation, however, is 80 dificrenl from that of tlio jjlains as to bo 
scarcely intelligible. The uso of Sanscrit words, with which the 
tongue of tlio educated is overladen, is riirc, and it is, consciiuontly, 
more simply an Indian laiigungo. The Kondh tongue is puiely so, as 
it does not supply its deficiencies from the Sanscrit. It is similar 
in construction witli (ho Telugu, Tamil, Uriya, and other cognate 
languages ; exhibiting their an.ilogons peculiarities of idiom with 
singular fulness. In these, a grannnaticnl construction — the imme- 
diate opposite of the Sanscrit— is discorniblo in various degrees, in 
(he Kondh language, this construction stands out distinctly — pure and 
unadulterated. It may therefore be regarded as a specimen of Indian 
tongnes in their integiity, before they yielded to the necessity of an 
artificial incdiuui, to give expression to the abstruse dogmas of a 
mystical creed. The language of the land, or the Indian tongue, is 
still found in the speech of the illiterate, in tho names of physical 
objects, and tho ordimiry bodily or mental emotions of nninkind, 
while the Hindii languages aro debtors to tho Sanscrit for copiousness 
and embellishment, in the same ratio as modern English expresses tho 
ideas of civilization by enlisting the dead languages of the West into 
its service. The Komlh tongue, I conceive, stands in an analogous 
position with the primitive Saxon ; and the same destiny attends it, 
when civilization and revealed truth succeed to the simplicity and 
ignorance of savage life. The medium through which new ideas 
should bo conveyed is an interesting question. 
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The langimgo !« spolccn witli purity in tin's inalo, remotcnrss 
provcnting tiio adoption of words from the plains ; tlio Uriya tongue 
is also spoken pure in and around this tract ; tlio Koiidli bears no 
affinity to it ; while many words are identical with those expressive of 
the same idea in Telugu and Tamil — tongues current amongst nations 
whose centre of dominion is considerably to the south of the mnlo. 
The numerals are almost the same with those of the former, while 
the demonstrative pronoun closely resembles that of the latter 
hiiiguiigo. An investigation of the (iond language during the tonr 
established its identity of idiom with the Kondh tongue, though 
distinct as regards words. The Saora speech is not sulliciently 
known to authorize an opinion, though analogy of idiom may lie 
reasonably expected. On the western frontier, the Kondh and Gond 
languages are so much mingled, as to render communication with the 
people very difticult. 

Rapidity of utterance and a natural eloquence is often displayed ; 
one idea is dwelt upon, and exemplified to its utmost limit. Were it 
necessary to allude to a state of poverty, everything connected with 
Kondh life — crops, farming implements, household property, progeny, 
relatives, or whatsoever else there may be, would be enumerated with 
great volubility. During a harangue, the voice is peculiarly modu- 
lated. The heads of two subdivisions were, on one occasion, convencil 
to arrange a fend ; the leading Malliko was called upon to open the 
case. He was seated, and, directing his eyes to the ground, com- 
menced at the ordinary pitch of his voice, whicii gradually fell to a 
very low toiie. After a time, bis voice suddenly resumed its natural 
])itcli ; a new point of the subject was entered upon, the Sjieakcr 
apparently absorbed in the question before him. An uninterrupted 
fiow of rapid utterance lasted for some time, and was met by intense 
attention in the parties interested. The general bearing only would 
be caught by any other than a Kondh audience ; but it was clear, on 
further inquiry, that he had advocated the cause of his party in full, 
and with much eficct. 

The poetry, as fnr as is yet known, is rythmical. In general, one 
idea is conveyed in a stanza, the main word in the first lino being 
repeated by a synonymo in the last ; an analogy to this construction 
may bo traced in the Hebrew lyrics. Poetry is employed to excite 
the mental agony of the Meriah on the eve of sacrifice, the ofliciating 
priest, the Kondh providing the sacrifice, and the victim, being 
introduced as speakers. There are also ploughing and marriage songs, 
with amatory poems, and dirges tised at the time of death. The 
couplets vary from each other in the number of feet ; but a metre is 
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(ibservcd in each member of llio stsinzn. Beyond tlio Imrmony, there 
is nothing attractive in the vereilication ; and poverty of ideas is in 
all cases perceptible. 

The song is, more strictly spcahing, a short and rapid recitative. 
At the commencement of a conplet, the voice is pitched in a high shrill 
key, and gradually falls towards its close, being again elevated at the 
outset of a succeeding distich ; or the whole poem is recited in a low 
chant. There is a wildncss about the notes, when heard at a little 
distance in the open air, which is very jdcasing. The singer is usuiiily 
accompanied by a player on the lute. 

Epidemic diseases arc iilniost unlcnown. Cholera has never visited 
the hills, though peculiarly rapid and fatal in its course on those who 
)nay approach the plains during its prevalence, Snmll pox occurs very 
rarely. The system is hitherto unvitiatcd by venereal disorder, though 
intercourse with the plains has introduced this baneful attendant on 
civilization into the Koudh tracts of Goouisur. Fever, scrofula, blind- 
ness, and various phases of disorders of the eye and spleen, appear 
to prevail ; and treatment at the hand of the European practitioner is 
eagerly sought. The knowledge of medicine is limited to the appli- 
cation of a (cw roots or leaves to wounds and sores. 

The operations of the Agency bearing directly and almost exclu- 
sively on the suppression of human sacrifice, it might be supposed that 
its communications Mould be addressed to the Kondh himself, without 
any other medium j but experience shows that ho is inaccessible, 
unless through the introduction of the Uriya chieftain, whom ho ackimw- 
ledgcs as his ruler by the payment of dues and general obedience. 

The godah, or village in which the chieftain and his followers 
reside, is the acknowledged seat of power within the limits of the 
division over which the former presides. To it the Kondh subject 
repairs when summoned by the Patro, either to deliberate in council, 
or join in war j and in it is centred all the power which ho recognizes 
as superior to that which he exercises in his own village. 

At the godah, therefore, the agent of the paramount power can, 
with propriety and pursuant with usage, (tho nuiintcnanco of which 
appears essential to success,) rcceivo tho visit of the Patro. Hero also 
the latter, having testified his feudal relations by presenting a nominal 
tribute, can, without loss of personal innuonco, introduce his Koudli 
subjects. It might appear, that the operatious of tho Agency would 
be accelerated by a tour of visits to the Koudh villages, rather than 
by one limited to tho godah ; but such a procedure would be distaste- 
ful to both Uriya and Kondh — the one losing his position and 
influence, and incurring tho suspicion and displeasure of his subjects ; 
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tbo other, with tlio connivnnco of liis ruler, marring tlic proposed 
object by taking to biding-placcs in the liills, wberc stores of grain 
render a lenglbcncd stay a matter of no inconvenience. 

Tbo godab, tben, being selected as tbo lialting-place, tlic business 
of tbo Agency is opened l)y a visit of ceremony on tlic part of tbe 
Uriya cbicftain, attended by bis relations and oflicial servants. In 
tbe conversation wbicb ensues, tbe orders of tbe Government and the 
duties of tbo Patro are dilated upon. Ho is addressed as tbe ruler 
liis division, and conserpicntly interested in its well'are as an Uriyn, 
and tboreforo separated by caste and creed from tbe rite wbicb fills 
bis land witb poverty. Having no alternative but obedience, bo is 
directed to introduce bis Kondbs, and deliver over tbe Moriab.s, wlio 
would bo retained or restored after dno iiKpiiry, be biniself being a 
party to tbo deliberation. 

It is well known tbat be is, de facta, tbo mainstay of tbe probibilnd 
rite, jtrcsiding at its consummation, sbaring in its siijiposcd cflicauy, 
and directly interested in its continuance as a source of income. But 
tbe knowledge of tbesc facts aflbrds tbe surest ground for bis employ- 
ment in its abolition, as bo can only avoid tbe di.>'ploa.surc of tlin 
Qovornment by aflording it bis zealous iiiil, wbile be cannot incur 
tbat of tbe Kondli, wbo well know.s, tbat wore it not for the pressure 
from witbout, tbeir cu.stojn would continue to be cbcrislied by the 
cbief, wbo, ecpially witb biniself, esleoms it essential to tbe well-being 
of tlic land. Furtbcr, tbo necessity of tbo Uriya to tbe Koiidli, as 
]iurvcyor of conimodlties from tlio ])lain.s, and as a medium of coiii- 
iiuinicatiou, renders bis jiosition quite secure, while carrying out 
measures distasteful to both parties. Well aware of this, a surrender 
of themselves to tbo Oovcrninent, as unable to control their people, is 
employed by tlic Patros as the last argument, and never fails to ensure 
the flubmi.ision of the most reluctant. 

The real state of feeling on the part of the chieftain and bis 
followers was evidenced everywhere, though in difTcrent degrees, by 
procrastination, evasion, allegoil want of j)owor, and dread of retri- 
butive vengeance. Those excuses wore mot by p.ationce, further 
explanations, and a firm declaration that a great Government could 
not forego its settled purpose, and that they were called uirnn to aid 
from tlicir known ability to do so. 

When extreme reluctance or subterfuge was cxbiliited, the hi.st 
alternative was offered to the Chief; it was shown him, that it would 
bo an easy matter for the Agent to emjiloy troops to enforce obedience, 
and the result of so extreme a measure must bo loss of pcsition and 
ruin, as the Kondlis would not tolerate bis rule when be proved biin- 
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self iincqiial to protect them from the direct interference of another 

power. It WHS never found to bo necessary to ciirry out this nionsuro, 

as its proposal invariably elicited the requisite oiicrgy. 

On inquiry into their creed, and the names of influence acknnw' 

lodged nniongst them, they are found to bo summed up in the following 

formula : — », ., . ^ . 

JManilceswnri Dovi, 

Gonjo Riijn, 

Athoro (>od(di Palro, 

^nionaielo Dolo j 

by which is understood — Ist, Maiiikcswari Devi, a peculiar name 
under which the goddess Piirvati, wife of Mahadeva, in her attributes 
as Durga or Kali, is worshipped as the "Ishta Devi," or chosen deity 
of the Qoujo Bouso Rajas and their followers; 2ud, Gonjo "llnja," 
or the ancient house of Orissa', represented by the Rajas of the three 
Kimidis; 3rd, Athoro Godoh Patro, an olliccr of rank who hold this 
title, signifying " Governor of Eighteen Forts," previous to the disper- 
sion of tiic Gonjo Bouso House, and was invested with control over 
those erected in the Kimidi Malo by Bhimo Devo, the ancestor of 
the present Rajas of Sano and Bodo Kimidi, on the occasion of his 
subjugating tbo malo, and founding a dynasty at its biisc ; and 
'l(i), Amonaiclo Dolo, or "the frco army," representing the Patros, or 
foudiil barons of the malo, aiul their followers. 

The nicution of these nanies forms a ground-work of inquiry into 
(he previous history and the settlement of tho Uriyas in the malo j 
nnd, in pursuing it, recourse must be had to oral tradition, which, with 
certain admissions, a))pears to be in the main worthy of credit. 

The ancestors of tho dispersed branches of the Gonjo Bouso family 
were the sovereigns of Orissa, the seat of government being Pnru- 
shottama Khctro, or, as it is more commonly called, Jaganuatho Khelro, 
ordinarily known as Piiri. 

Tho cause of dispersion is thus given by tradition : — A certain 
Raja, named Pratapa Rudra Devo, had ono illegitinmtc, and eighteen 
legitimate sous. Hesitating in hia selection from amongst these of a 
successor to tho throne of Orissa, lie was revolving the nuitter in his 
miiul, when tho god Jaganuatho appeared to him in a dream, and told 
him that the son who should raise tho tkirt of his robo as he ascended 
the steps of the tcmpio should succeed him. The Raja accordingly 
went to tho shrine, attended by his sons, when ho perceived, on 
mounting the steps, that his train was raised, and, looking back, 

' 'I'liis is ft iMoviiicinlism for"G«jn," the Uriya Rajas bciiiR tho "Gajnp.itia," 
or " Lords of tlic lOlepIinnt.— See Stirling's Orissn.— IL II. W, 
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(liscovcrcil tint his illcgitiinato sou was holding it. Grieved at tiio 
supei'ccssion of liis oilier children, lie yet nominated the lad liis liclr 
His legitimate sons, however, opposed this arrangement, as an exhibi. 
tion of nndue aftcetion, and refused to acknowledge him, unless lie 
l)a68od unscathed the ordeal of standing as a mark for their javelins. 
The trial was permitted, and he escaped unhurt. His nomination 
was thereupon acknowledged j and tlie legitimate sons, accompanied 
hy hodies of personal attendants, dispersed in quest of new possessions, 
leaving the person so nominated, and who is now represented Ijy tlio 
lliijas of Knrda, in undisturbed possession of tlic throne of their 
fathers. 

One of these brothers, named Bhimo Dovo, was the ancestor of 
the llajas of Sano and Bodo Kimidi. According to tradition, this 
prince was walking along in his journey towards a new home, when 
a crow followed him, flying round his head, and uttering the words . 
"Monima, Monima." A man was drawing toddy from a date tree, 
and hearing these words, generally used in the presence of princes, 
came to the conclusion that one of that rank must be in tlie neigh- 
bourhood. Seeing the prince approach, he recognized him to be such 
from his demeanour, saluted him, and inquired the cause of his being 
alone. The prince replied that ho was in <listress, and in quest of 
some country over which he might become a ruler. The man carried 
him on his shoulders until they came to a place where eigiit chieftains, 
desirous of a princo to rule over them, were assembled in council. 
Ho wiis gladly received, and became the head of a small tract in the 
Kimidi Malo, designated the country of the " Eight Mallikas," the 
site of which is not known. While being carried on the man's 
shoulder, ho made an inward vow to sacrifice him to some clio.scn 
goddess, if ho obtained his wishes. After receiving the government of 
the above country, he was anxious to fulfil his vow ; but, restrained 
by the remembrance of the benefits which had been conferred upon 
him, tiio subject preyed upon his mind, and affected his health, lie 
reluctantly opened his heart to tho eight chiefs over whom ho ruled, 
when the man who had carried him, pitying his distress, voluntarily 
ofl'ered himself for immolation. The question of tho goddess on whom 
the choice should fall next perplexed him, but was deferred. In the 
meanwhile, ho carried his arms into tho llaj of Kalahandi, and 
subdued it. The capital (a village which still bears the same name) 
was attacked, and the inhabitants forsook it. In it thoro vns a 
Bralimani, a widow, who bad an only daughter, whom she tenderly 
loved. But the girl had died, and her mother had formed an image 
from her golden ornaments, When the village was deserted, the 
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widow fled add abandoned tliu iningo. Oiio night, while tiio Raja 
wns lying onlsido with his forces, tho word " Ma" was heard, and ou 
ecnding to seek out tlio {lorson wlio had uttered tho cry, it was Iraucd 
to tho imago, which giivo an acconiit of her origin ; and on being 
requested to accompany the ciini]), stipulated that, at every inter- 
mediate halt, an animal, and at Uie final ono a liunian victim, should 
bo oflcred in her liononr. These conditions being subscribed to, the 
goddess accompanied tho camj). On his return from tho conquest of 
Kalahandi, the Itaja. sacrificed the man who had carried him to his 
tutelary goddess, and placed her in his original scat of government, 
tlio chief village in the country of the Eight Mallikas. The name of 
the man sacrificed was " Anaha," who requested, at the time of his 
death, that his name should prcccdo that of tho llaja and his suc- 
cessors, and that in every periodical ceremony in honour of deceased 
ancestors, a plato of food should be especially set apart for him. Tho 
request was complied with, and at tho present time, this man's name, 
conjointly with that of tho founder of tho family, form a part of tho 
title of tho llajas of tho Kiniidios. 

Having reigned for sonio years over tho conquerod Rnj of 
Kalahandi, and tho potty tract of which ho had been first nominated 
(ho ruler, (ho llaja resolved on forming a dynasty in tho low 
countrj' lying beyond tho Kiniidi Mnlo. IIo accordingly bestowed 
Kalahandi upon a scion of tho Mago Dansa family, ruling in Jaypnr, 
as his daughter's dower ; and was anxious, under tho auspices of his 
tutelary goddess, to lead his followers to tho subjugation of tho inter- 
vening hill-tracts ; but here ho was mot (according to tradition) by 
opposition on tho part of his chosen deity, tho door of whoso teniplo 
remained firmly closed against every eflbrt, until recourse was had to 
human sacrifice. An adult was slain, when it turned on its hinges of 
its own accord, and the propitiated deity accompanied tho enterprise. 

The Kimidi Alalo was at that time under the supremo control of 
a Raja named Suva Chandra Dova, whoso capital was Suvarnagiri, 
at present tho seat of govcrnmont of Bahadur Patro. Of tho history 
of tho above Raja nothing is certainly known j but reforonco will bo 
made to his probable identity, when treating of tho Nolo Bonso Patros. 
Traces of an ancient temple, &c., aro still visible, it is said, on tho 
high peak which bears his namo. 

Tlio Raja Bhimo Devo, with an army nniinly composed of men 
(if Kalahandi and Bustar, with the families who had followed his 
forluiics from Purushottama Klietro, poured in upon tho northern 
part of tho niiilo, and pursuing his conquests, overthrow the jirevions 
dyiisisty, reduced tho Kondhs to siibniissiou, and, for tho consolida- 
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tioii of liis power, dislributcil the country into a. series of feudal 
do|)ondcncio8, in each of which lie founded a godab, and invested some 
chosen followers with tho powers of government, as Godiuhs, on tho 
tcnuro of niilitiiry service, payment of an annual tribute, and attend- 
ance, when necessary, at tho Court of their lord paramount. This 
arrangement, it is said, arose in part from tiio request of the van- 
quished, who needed a nicdiuiri of communication between themselves 
and their Uriya conqueror. Certain it is, that at tho present dny, the 
Patro urges tho obedience of tho ICondli, on the ground of iiis Hharc in 
tho investment of his ancestors with power. 

Tho first godah so founded was Alahasinghi, and others followed 
us tho enterprise was successfully pursued through the length and 
brcadtli of tho male. In this manner the country was portioned into 
eighteen godalis, tho masters of which ruled over their Kondh subjects 
as tho vassals of tho Iliija. 

With regard to the forts of the above-named male, it is suflicicnt 
in this place to note that their establishment was ratified, excepting 
perhaps in tho case of Chaiidragiri, by linmaii sacrifice, in propitiation 
of the tutelary deity which accompanied the arms of the conqueror, 
tho victims having boon, according to tradition, tho vanquished chief- 
tains of tho country. Some of these godalis are now destroyed or 
doscrtcil; but tliough tiio I'atros are anxious for their re-establishment, 
nnd tlioy liavo been urged to disregard tho pervading prcjiidico and 
rcbuiiil them without the wonted rito, they dare not face the onloiil. 
They declare that thoy are places coiLsccratcd by sacrifice, ami that 
they cannot presume to dwell tiiere without a fresh propitiation. 
They, however, make a compromise with their now somewhat siiakcn 
belief, by promising to do .so under tho pcr.sonal countenance of the 
7\gcncy. Tho Koudli, (igaiu, when prc.s.scd by the Borjiri Silo I'alro, 
thu rei>resoiilativo of tho Haja, nnrl tho supremo authority in ihc 
hills, to relinquish the rite, promptly refers to tho direct countenance 
aflbrded to his custom by the first of tho lino to whom he jiays 
allegiance; and tho words " Gongo llaja tongo Projo," a kind of 
byo-word in common use, is intended to imply that ho is only acting 
upon oxam])lo — "as the king, so tho pco[»le." Peculiar rnforcnce is 
niado on such occasions to the immolation of tho nmn to whom Bhinio 
llaja owed his first prosperity. Such being tho feeling in the present 
day, it seems evident that human sacrifice marked tho progress of 
lihimo Dovo through tho hill country. 

Tho llaja, on tho conquest of the male, remained some time a! 
Udrngiri, and from thence came down to Gopalpnr, a village of llio 
Uodo Kimidi Zemindari. Ho sub.scqucntiy established liis capital at 
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Vijayaiiagaro, regarding tlio selection and naming of which place, 
tradition asserts that -nrhilo ho and his court were hunting, a liaro was 
seen to atlvance towards them, instead of fleeing to a place of conceal- 
ment. Much iistonisliod, and attributing the circumstance to somo 
powei'ful inlluenco of the earth, thu Kaja called a village in tlio 
vicinity by the name of " Vijayanngaro," or " the city or palace of 
conquest," and made it his residence. The imago of his) tutelary 
<leit3', under the name of " Manikeswari," " mistress or proprietress 
of a jewel," was there installed in a temple raised to its honour. Tlio 
goiUloss Kali, or DArga, is worshi|)ped under various names in the 
zcmindaris of the Sirkar of Oaiijam, Thus, in Athogodah, she is 
styled " Uhorandi ;" in Molieri, " Kalna ;" in Chikili, " Baraknari ;" 
in Surabdah, " Kondoni Devi j" in Darakot, " Bodogodo " and 
"Sorgodo;" "Durga," in the Kaj of Rayagodah. On the Bengal 
frontier she is known os "Bavorani" (Dliavani ?) j M'hile in tho 
Kiniidies, "Manikeswari" is the chosen appellation, Tho Uaja was 
uccon\pauicd by a brother, who separated, and founded tho older 
branch of the family, which has from that time reigned in Pnrlali 
Kiniidy. Bhimo Dcvo reigned over that part of tho country now 
known as Bodo Kiniidi ; while Sano Kimidi remained in tho ])osses- 
sion of a prince named Dliarnia Dcvo, regarding whoso race or family 
tradition is silent. 

The further history of this family, as confined to tho descendants 
of Bhimo Devo, is as follows : — Tho founder was succeeded by his son, 
An:inta Padmanabha Devo, Ho bequeathed the throne to Pitamboro 
])evo, the eldest of three sons who conquered tho present Sano Kimidi 
Dcso, and annexed it to his own possessions. Tho Kimidis wero 
then known ns Kimidi and Poroloh Kimidi Ilajio. Knmo Devo, tho 
second, bccamo a devotee and a pilgrim. Base Devo, the younger, 
had a son named Purusliottanm Devo, who succeeded to tho throno 
on his uncle's decease, and had four sons — Padnuumbho Devo, 
Jaggonatho Devo, Chaitanyah Devo, and Ilari Krishna ])evo. The 
eighteen zcmindaris contained in tho Ganjain Sirkar having, cro this, 
passed under tho control of government, and Purushottama Devo 
having incurred its dirpleasure, ho was placed in confinement in 
Ranjam ; and during that limo, bis second son, tho elder having 
refused to do so, was permitted to visit him. On tho de.tth of his 
futlior, ■lagannalho Devo succeeded him, in superccssion of his elder 
brother, Padmanabho Dcvo, who, in consequence, formed a party, and 
raised tho standard of revolt. The right of tho younger to reign 
being proved, on investigation, to bo untenable, it was thought best, 
in consideration of the strong party which supported him, to quell so 
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unhappy a loud by iimking a i>ni-titioii of tlio country ; when tlio 
older received the original poysession of the family, and resided at 
Vijayanagaro, or, as it is more frequently named, Digapundi ; and the 
younger established himself at PratSpagiri, or Puramart, the scat of 
the vanquished Dharma Uevo. Thus, the possession of Bhinio Devo's 
descendants was divided into Bodo and Sano Kiniidi. At this period 
the imago of Manikcswari was surreptitiously removed from the 
Temple of Vijayanagaro, Avhere it hud rested since its first detlication, 
and was placed in a slirino at Puraiiiari, under the care of Jagannatlio 
Devo. It remains thoro at present, an object of peculiar veneration 
to the Gonjo 13onso family and their feudal descendants on the hills. 
On the adjustment of the feud, the two youngest sons were placed 
under the caro of the reigning brothers respectively. Padmanabho 
Dnvo breaking into revolt, was im])riHoncd, and died in confinement. 
Ho was succeeded by his brother, Chaitanyah Uevo, whose son, Pitam- 
boro Devo, is tho present Itaja of Dodo Kimidi. Jagannatlio Devo, 
who also died in confinement, was succeeded by his son, Chandra- 
niani Devo, who, under the influence of frenzy, induced, it is .said, by 
tho uso of violent medicines, committed a variety of atrocities. Ho 
sununariiy imprisoned two ofiicers of his Court, of tho liighcst rank 
and influence — namely, the supremo authorities of the hill tract.", 
Nikananda Borjiri Silo Patro, tho father, and Chaitanyah Hari- 
clinndro Putro, tho iiiiclo of the present Lakslimnno Borjiri Silo 
Piitro, the roprcsontativo of tho Athoro Godah Patro family. More- 
over, tho Itaja's family did not escupo without ill-lrcatmcnt, his 
wives, and his sons, Ardicondo Devo, Itaghunath Dovo, and Lakshimono 
Devo, being subjected to great hardship through his tyranny. Tho 
result was a general revolt, hcadud by the members of the Borjiri 
Silo Patro's family, who wore set at liberty by tho enraged people. 
At tho solicitation of the Itaja's wives, tho insurgent leaders 
surrounded his palace, carried off his children, and kept them in 
a village culled Babiliboundo, at tho foot of the hills, which they 
fortified. Two years subsequently, the same parties forced the Raja 
to invest his eldest son with regal powers, when they retired to tho 
village of Lukugodah, in tho Bodo Godah Zemindari, and subsequently 
resided peacefully in tho village of Siddhcswara, in Sano Kimidi. About 
this period, a revolt having broken out in Pariah Kimidi, two rebel 
leaders, Uamoraj and Jerango Bissye, sought a harbour in the district 
of Panegundaj and on Ardicondo Dca'o being called upon to eflcct 
their capture, with a promise of his confirmation as Raja ou success, 
he declined to act. To Chandramani Devo, on the other hand, the 
restoration of his sons to his caro was tho reward attached to the due 
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performance of the tnsk. Ho closed with tlio tonus ; oft'cctod tlio 
capture ; aii<l received liis sons, Ardicondo Dovo refused to live with 
his fatiier, and retired to Chicacolo, whcro ho ron\ained until the death 
of the llaja, whom ho succeeded, and rules at present over Sano Kiniidi. 

Neither tho founder nor his successors appear to have been in the 
habit of visiting their hill domains in person. Thoy resided in tho 
plains, and confined their direct administration to tho Raja, recoivinw 
(I stated visit from their vassals, who presented their tribute of twelve 
rupees each to tho Suzerain ; and, after a reinvestment with tho 
insignia of their }iowor, returned to their licfs, or remained, in their 
turn of service, at the Court. At first, doubtless, tho authority of the 
llajii was fully acknowledged, but of lato years his name has becouio 
almost a shadow ; tho attendance, visits, and tribute are alike discon- 
tinued, and in the northern part of tho malo, indopendonco every whcro 
prevails. 

The Raja has been, from tho first, the fountain of honour, and, as 
such, directed tho investiture with tho sari, or turban, at tho annual 
visits of tho Patros ; but tho ceremony has now ceased for some years. 
The power and duties of the lord paramount are now o.Kcrcised by the 
roprcseulatives of the Government, in tho annual tour of tho Agency. 
At the conclusion of tho visit to each godah, tho Rorjiri Silo Patro, 
who is tho representative of tho class at tho Court of the Raja, and 
now filling tho sanio relation in that of the Agent, introduces the 
Patro and as many of his relations and oflicers as aro entitled to tho 
mark of honour, and invests them with tho sari, which )io receives at 
fho hand of tho Agont. In the present investiture, however, there is 
this diQerence, arising from tho necessity of employing their services 
in tho suppression of sacrifices, that tho Goverinnent confers pecu- 
niary rewards on tho parties; whereas, in the Court of tho llaja, an 
ecpiivalent for tho honour conferred was exacted. 

The claini of the Raja, as lord paramount, ia acknowledged in 
courtesy by tho Govorumeut, whoso objects ho is invited to aid, and 
he is duly informed of tho result of operations ; but direct inllueuco ho 
has none. 

Although tho ancient kingdom of Orissa is shattered to pieces, and 
the lineal descendants of the house reduced to tho condition of petty 
laudholdcrs, yet tho punctilios of rank and birth aro rigidly enforced. 
The Raja of Kurda is regarded as tho fountain of honour by the 
greater part of the Zemindars of tho Sirkar of Ganjam, whoso ancestors 
held office in the Court of tho Suzerain, and received lands on tho 
tenure of performing specific duties, or as the meed of personal valour 
or special services. These families also acknowledM the claim of 
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royal blood on tlio part of tlio house of Kimuli, in common with that 
of Kurdaj but tho foruior dosccndanta of tlio branch regard tliom- 
solves as superior in rank to tlio latter — tlio roprosentativo of the 
illegitimate branch of the family of Orissa. In former days tho 
Zemindars used to visit the Rajas of Kimidi, present a nuzzur of 
silk cloths, and make their obeisance ; when they would receive 
marks of distinction — as a banner, an umbrella, or a fan. But thi.s 
state hits passed away, and the family has sunk into insignincancc. 

Whilst tho founder of tho house and his heirs maintained supremo 
control over the fertile vallics of the rajio, or zcmindari, with the 
title of " Pat Raja," or " ruling prince," a junior branch was located 
at Gaddapur, on tho verge of tho malo, with the title of "Tat Uiija," 
or " commander of the forces." The Tat Uaja acknowledges hi.s 
position as vassal, by periudioal visits of homage to Vijayanagaio, an<l 
payment of tribute. It .seems doubtful whether the Tat Rajas over 
eiijoyeil further influence over tho inferior vassals than that derived 
from birth ; since, while they rcmnined in amity with the Suzerain, 
the godalis would not fail to pay allegiance to the blood-royal. I'o 
this as it may, the authority of tliis branch has, since the time of the 
giaiidfatlior of tho present Riija, been limited to Gaddajiiir and 
Surampur. On a succession, the ratification of tho heir's authority 
by investiture with tho sari, rests with tho Rnja of Sano Kimidi. 

First in person and inflnoiico of tho followers who aided in tlio 
subjugation of the Kimidls v/an tho family whoso representative was 
formerly known by tho title of " Athoro Godali," but now by that of 
" Roijiri Silo Patro." 

.Tho tonn "Patro," corrupted into "Pater," is a Sanskrit word 
signifying, in literature, a "minister'." In tho hill tracts, the title is 
confined to tho heads of tho dilTerent godahs in their relation to the 
Raja, at whoso Court they are required to attend and take a part in 
public affairs. 

Tho title of Borjiri Silo Patro was conferred on Bunko Patro, by 
Purushottama Dovo, in consideration of his services in confining 
ill tho hills his cousin, Qhon Dcvo, who was in arms against his 
authority. From that time the head of the family has been known in 
tho rajio by this title, derived from two Sanscrit words, " borjiri," 
"an enemy," and "silo," " ti trident'"; but in the hills lie is acknow- 
ledged us tho Athoro Godah Patro. 

' It i)ro|)prly oifjiiifU's ft vessel, wliciice it comes to iin|ily any fit or ca|!al)le 
pcriion, — II. II. W. 

' "ISiirjiii" iHiiotSansliril, iiiilc!-sitlioaeomi|>tioii foi'"l),'iirn," "tlnimlerljoll,"' 
niitl "si'ilii," (not "hMh,") is "n sliike," or, ns "trisi'iln," "u triUoiit."— II. H. \V. 
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Lnkshniano Dorjiri Silo Patio is tlio ropixisonlntive of the family. 
Ho is Iho Diiiiistor for the hill domains, and is equal in olHoial rank, 
but su])crior in hereditary pcrnianoncy of office, to the Deso Patro, the 
iniuistcr of the zcmindnri, whose tenure of authority rests entirely on 
the will or caprice of the reigning prince. He rarely visits the goduhs 
in person, and is therefore not known except by report, as the represen- 
tative of the family. His chief residence is at tho palace in Puramari, 
of the internal nrraiigements of which ho enjoys tho entire control, 
Chauclragiri is, so to speak, the baroniiil possession niiJ residence of 
the family, which also holds Bciikoto and Panigunda under its imme- 
diate control, the oflicers entrusted with the management of allairs 
being appointed or removed at pleasure. 

The rank of this officer may best bo estimated by his position on 
various occasions of state and ceremony. For instance— at the annual 
investiture with the sacred cord, the Rnja is seated on his throne, 
with his family ranged in order behind him ; while the Deso Patro, 
and Borjiri Silo Patro, the highest in rank of his subjects, sit, the one 
on his right, tho other on his left hand. The llaja is first invested ; 
then the members of his family, in due succession ; after which a 
family priest, standing before each minister, simultancnusly perform 
fho ceremony. Tho Dorjiri Silo Piitro annually places the sari on tho 
head of the Raja, who, in return, invests his vassal witii tho emblcn)s 
of authority. In tho chase, the Raja receives tho thigh, tho royal 
share ; the Deso Patro is entitled to n piece of tho sido ; and tho 
])orjiri Silo Patro to a portion of flesh. When travelling in tho rajio, 
his ]).alauquiii is escorted by two men with torches. 

In former doys, when tho Godiahs icgnlnrly visited the Court of 
the Riija, they first repaired to tho residence of their chief, with 
whom rested the investigation and decision of all matters of dispute 
or grievance, and were then escorted by him to tho presence of tho 
Suzerain, who, on tho presentation of tho annnnl tribute, invested 
them with the sari at his hands. Tho Raja had no power to tiiko 
cognizHUCO of any matter connected with tho Godiahs, or to intcrfero 
with the award of their immediate superior. 

In Chandrugiri, considered as it were the capital of tho hill tracts, 
tho power of tho family is absolute. Tho Patro receives the royal 
share in tho chase; is tho sovereign in his own petty court and 
domain ; and now, as tho subject of the Government, remits tho 
stipulated assessment into the treasury at Ganjam. Narayana 
Riijendra Patro, the younger brother of the Borjiri Silo Patro, 
whose duties detain him at the Court of Puramari, generally resides 
at the godah. 



THE UBIYA AND KONDII POPULATION OP OniSSA. 29 

Ho is aided in tlio adminisUalion by the following officers :— 

1 . Tlio Boliira Dnloyi. 

2. Tlio Siidra Ravi. 

3. The Karji. 

And after these, by twelve leaders of parks, who aro styled, in the 
broken language of the hills, " Beharka," a corruption of the word 
" Vyavahririka," signifying "agents" or "managers." These are 
military commanders, and aro entitled to a double share of the spoil 
in the chase. 

Their titles aro as follows; — 

1. Jlodo I'rodano, or Chief I'rodano. 

2. Bodo Dondasanno, or Cliinf Dondasanno. 
0. Bodo Kohouro, or Chief Kobouro. 

4. Sano Prodano, or Subordinate Prodano. 

5. Sano Dondasanno, or Subordinate Dondasanno. 
C. Bodo Naik, or Chief Naik. 

7. Sano Bodo Kohouro, or Subordinate Kohouro. 

8. Koto Doloyi. 
0. Maji. 

10. Goroyi. 

11. llondia. 

12. Dolopalh. 

Of tliose, some represent chisscs, ns the Bodo Kohouro, or head of 
that caste ; and others specific offices, as " Bodo Dondasanno," a " chief 
cxccntioner." Independently of the above, tlicre are, at Chandragiri, 
four families designated " Bliolo Noko," or "> Councillors," and with 
whom the titles of "Oojindra," "Maharta," " Qoroyi Patro," and 
" Oris! Sollo" are hereditary. These aro invested with the sacred 
cord by the Raja, while the sari of office is granted by the Borjiri 
Silo Patro. 

Owing to this investiture with the sari, these officers are classified 
under the name of " Sarialis;" and a number of such, varying accord- 
ing to circumstances, compose (he immediate Council, and nro the 
executors of the will of the Godialis in the male. They formed, 
doubtless, together with the representatives of their Kondli subjects, 
their escort when visiting the Court of the Raja, as they now accom- 
pany them into the presence of the Agent. The Court of Chandragiri 
may be regarded as complete ; and, with the exception of the families 
of Councillors, a similar number of ollicials are maintained at (iadda- 
pur, Suvarnagiri, and Berikote ; while at Maliasinghi, and the 
various subordinate godahs of the male, the retinue of the Oodiahs is 
limited to two or three Sariahs. A party of Paiks, varyin according 
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to tlio wealth and infliiciice of tbo Godiali, constitutes the low order in 
the body under his control. 

The junior brnncliea of this family consist, at present, of Chaitanyali, 
Hnrichandono Patro, the uncle, and Narayana llnjcndra Patro, the 
younger brother of Borjiri Silo Patro. On these devolves the duly of 
»u annual risi to the godabs of the nmlo. The former of these is an 
aged man, and well known in the hills ; tbo latter is young, and full 
of fire and energy, while trdatcd with marked distinction, and vested 
with irresponsible powers at the Court of the Raja. As tbo roprc- 
pontulivo of tbo Allioro Godali Pairo, ho is regarded by tbo Godiab as 
bis raja, and receives the homage conformable to the customs of so 
rude a country. 

On approaching tlio godah, lie is met by the Godiab and his 
Sarinb followers, when tbo former salutes him with a low obeisance, 
presents the feudal tribute, washes bis feet, and escorts him with music 
to bis house, before wbicli a spot has been swept and purified. Hero 
arc placed a lamp and a vessel full of water, in which a sumll branch 
of the mango-tree is immersed. The wife of the Godiab brings some 
rico, and, showing it to the Alboro Godali Patro, describes a circle 
around his head with joined palms ; which done, .slio throws it away, 
and s|)riukles the water on tbo roof of the bouse, lie is tboii escorted 
to a bouse set nj)iirt for him, where he resides, bis charge being borno 
b}' the Godiab. Matchlocks are fired oil' on bis arrival, and the Kondb 
subjects of tbo godab assemble to give him wolcomo. Should a beast 
of the chase be presented, bo receives it, and distributes it at his 
plea.sure. 

He is entitled to a moiety of the dues payable to the Godiab, On 
the decease of an Uriya without heirs, a moiety of the property 
escheats to him. He also receives a similar portion of the mulct 
levied on misdemeanours punishable by the Godiahs. Faults of a 
gr.iver nature, or committed by the former against the common good, 
come under bis immediate consideration. On the death of a Mallika, 
or Kondb head of a village, tbo selection of a successor rests with him, 
when he receives the customary fees, of which bo retains a moiety, 
and distributes tbo renmindcr to the Sarinhs of the godab. 

As tlie Godiahs liavo ceased to repair to tbo court of Puranuiri, 
the adjustment of dues and fines has taken place, of late years, at tliu 
periodical visit, of 8upervisi(m. On his departure, presents in money 
aro od'ored according to tbo means of parties, and be is escorted with 
honour to the next godah. 

Ill tho superscription of letters bo is styled " Rsija Sri ;" and 
the Godiab, who receives his cominaiids with entire submission 
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employs the form of " Obodliau"," signifying, literally, " may your 
attention bo directed towards mc," in addressing him ; while he, on 
the other hand, uses towards the former language only applicable to 
an inferior, and hesitates not, on occasions, to adopt tliat of anger, 
reproach, and command. 

We have scon how the founder of the house of Kimidi immolated 
human beings in honour of Mauikeswari (Durga), on first coming 
into contact with the votaries of Mcriah sacrifice ; and, with reference 
to the same rite, it is a curious fact that the full ceremonial, saving 
the efl'ui<ion of human blood, is maintained at the present time during 
the Durga Piija at Puramari. On the last day but one of that 
festival, the imago of Manikeswari is removed from its temple, uniler 
the immediate superintendence of the Raja, to a temporary building 
constructed of branches, called the "Meriah Ghorah," or "Meriah 
House," where the rite of Meriah sacrifice is duly j)crformcd, a goat 
being substituted for tho human victim. The Borjiri Silo Patro 
presides, a Brahman odiciates, and a party designated " Maji," slays 
the animal. If to these facts bo added the additional circumstance, 
that the rite commences, as a rule, at Gaddapur and tho .southern 
])arts of tho nialo, and is taken np in succession from godah to godali, 
nutil tho obligation terminates on tho norllicrii boundary, it may be 
reasonably inferred, not only that the initiative was, until of late, 
given in tho Court of the llaja (the substitution of the animal being 
of recent origin), but also that the rile of the Kondhs — hitherto 
inaccessible, and consoijueiilly not subjected to external infliienoes— 
boars a close ailinity to the early wor.ship of Durga. Tliosts Huppo.si- 
tions aro further strengthened by the general opinion, that in parts of 
tho low country, generally under control, human blood, under the 
supposed warrant of extreme distress, occasionally flows in secret upon 
her altar. The conclusion can at least be drawn that the Mcriah 
sacrifice finds other advocates besides the rude Kondh, and that 
nothing short of direct European intervention will shake its hold on 
tho prejudices and affection of nutst classes ; it being my conviction 
that the Hindu mind generally, but especially in tho zcmindaries 
adjoining or connected with the hill tracts, views our intentions with 
distrust. 

As the Godiahs became estranged from the Court of Puramari, 
and established in the north a virtual independence, the connexion of 

' "Avadlmim," Sanskrit, "nllcntioii." In lliis, n.s in tlio proper iianioa, and 
in all tlie oilier words of SmisUiit origin, we liiive the eonaption.s of vulgar 
])cngali pronuiicinlioM : i Biibstl ated for w, nnd o for «, ns "liliimo Deljo " for 
" Bliluia Devo," " I'nlro" for " I'alra," &c.— II. II. AV. 
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the Athoro Godali Patro with tho iitalo was weakcucd, and hia visits 
became more and more rare, until tliey wore confined to tho south, 
and ahnost cxchisivcly to Suvarnngiri, for many years pa«t. Kurtali 
alone, of the northern godahs, had been occasionally visited, when the 
entrance of the Agency on the field restored the influenco of tho 
family. Summoned by tho A<jcnt to accompany him and aid his 
operations, Hariclmndono and llajendra Patro have, during tho last 
two years, visited every godah, and met with the honours sanctioned 
by usage. Their authority, nuhcaitatingly acUnowledgcd, has been 
zealously employed in furthering the objects of Qoverumcnt j and tho 
untiring exertions of Rajendra Patro in urging tho Godiahs to prac- 
tical co-operation, or, when tho necessity of tho case demanded it, 
))crforniing tho required duty in person, cannot be over-estimated. To 
those men the Mcriah sacrifico is not n source of advantage ; conse- 
quently, excepting from proju<lico, its continuance is not an object of 
interest j while the operations of tho Agency involve the restoration 
of their authority, and its, accompanying profit. They may, therefore, 
be regarded as, in a measure, bound by interest to tho suppression of 
sacrifice, and already contemplate the advantages which nnist accrue to 
themselves in the amelioration of the condition of the people through 
our influence. Maintained in their right position, and regarded as tho 
highest native authority in the land, only inferior to tho Agent him- 
self in power, their co-operation may bo considered sure, and, indeed, 
it is essential to success ; for, as the Kondh is inaccessible except 
through tho Godiah, so tho latter will not counteract the wishes of tho 
Athoro Godali Patro, whom ho regards as, in a special sense, the 
Alalo Raja, while he acknowledges the nominal supremacy of tho 
Gonjo Donso family. Hsi rich on done Patro and Rajondra Patro, in 
the suppression of Sreriah sacrifice, form tho first link in the chain of 
responsibility, within which it was endeavoured to enclose every party 
of intliieiicc in tho land. They consider themselves engaged to guard 
against any infringement of the compact entered into by tho Godiahs 
to discountenance the rito, and denoiinco tlioso who perform it as 
disobeying tlio orders of tlio Govcrniueiit. 

The abovo allusion to tho Rorjiri Silo Patro, in his relations with 
the male, naturally leads to the consideration of the godahs over 
-which he exorcises control, and which may best be divided into those 
instituted by Rhimo Dove, and others subordinate to them, which 
derived their origin from motives of convenience, or from family 
dissension. 

Under the first head are tho Godiahs of Suvarimgiri and Maha- 
singhi, the Godiah of the former being superior in position, wliilo 
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'tlic roprcBontative of the latter takes the prccodcucc in respect of 
blood. 

When Bhiiiio Dovo overthrew Iho dynasty of Suva Chandro Devo, 
he eelcoted tlic ancestor of Bahadur Patro, an armed retainer of tiic 
Bonko caste, to rule over tlio country, and (ill the position of Cliief 
Godiah, next in rank to the Athoro Godah Patro; and, with this view, 
ennobled him with the "Chitta Poito," Bahadur Patro, the repre- 
sentative of the family, has, consequently, no claim to birth ; but his 
superiority as a Godiah is acknowledged in the district of Mahasinghi, 
where he is received with suitable lionours. 

The following anecdote is illustrative of the manners of the 
Godialis, and accounts for tho comi)arativcly degraded condition of 
those in the northern portion of tho mulo. A Patro of the Malia- 
ainghi house repaired — says the tradition — to the Court of the Haja, 
leaving his nu)ther and wife at tho godah. Ho reniainod in attendauco 
for twelve years; and on his return, was unable to recognize the latter, 
and gave her tho salutation due to tho former— -a grievous oITduco 
against propriety. Tho unfortunate man was unmercifully assailed 
by his cotcniporarics ; and so chagrined was he at the breach of 
decorum which ho had unwittingly committed, that be refused to 
attend at tho Court, and pr.aycd tho ancestor of Bahadur Patro to 
take the post of honour, which ho was henceforth unworthy to fill. 
From that time tho duly devolved on tho latter family, and the former 
ceased to visit tho plains. This event occurred about seventy years 
ago ; since which time the Goiliabs of Mabasinghi have declined in 
power and appearance, becoming daily more and nmro assimilated 
with tho Kondhs in sympathies and habit. 

With tho exception of his two brothers — 'the elder of whom resides 
at Suvarnagiri as tho minister of tho Chief, and the younger is Patro 
of Tumercbundo, where Baliadur Patro also resides — the subordinate 
Godiahs are in no way connected with him beyond tho relation of 
vassalage, being of various families and peoples, and placed over 
portions of the country with a view to strength of control by tho 
family, the authority of which was formerly absolute. Hut at present 
tlio Hway of the Patro of Suvarnagiri over the frontier Godiahs is 
either rejected, or nullified by feud and intrigue. Of thcse^ — which 
consist of Gunui Godah, Bellagodah, and Lonkagodah - the second 
alone acknowledges the lordship of Bahadur Patro. Tho fir.st is 
independent of any control, wbilo tho last leans towards the house of 
Kalahandi. The sympathies of Gojindra Patro, the Godiah of Kolo- 
godah or Koshlogodah, who is descended from an illegitimate branch 
of tho Tova Mala family, tlie head of which is a Tat Haja under 

vol,. XVII, n 
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Kalnlmiuli, flow in tlio samo dirooUon ; wliilo his royal blood inducoci 
liiiii <o range liiinself under tlio banner of the Tat Raja uf Gaddapur, 
rather tlian pay fealty to Ualuidur Pntro, wlioso poraonal influoiico 
is thus circumscribed within narrow liniils, A reconciliation was 
ellectod between Gojindra Patro and himself ; but there appears to bo 
little doubt, tlint their feuda are, in a great nioasuro, owing to harsh 
and ojiprcssivc proceedings on his own part, as ho docs not appear 
conspicuous for juatico in tho decision of ^uch matters as come within 
his jurisdiction. 

Dahadur Patro is united in sympathy and interest with tho Kiniidi 
family, by whom his ancestor was ennobled, rather than with the 
giulahs, or tho countries lying to the westward of tho malo. Whilo 
others boast a royal, or oven fabulous descent, and regard Kalahandi 
or Bastar as the home of their fathers, ho is, in feeling and appearance, 
simply a Sirdar of Saniosthanam Paiks, and a servant of the Ilaja. 
He <loes not, ns others, preside at tho Moriali sacrifice, or regard it 
with greater favour than tho Hindti in general. But ho is an onomy 
to innoTation ; and tho predominant feature of his character is, an 
intense fear, real or assumed, of the enmity and vongoanco of tho 
Koudhs. In former days, and under difl'crent circumstances, he is 8ui<l 
to have <l»nc good service when the Godiahs of the north were in 
robelliou ; but when ho approaches tho Meriali question, his energies 
seem paralysed. Urged almost to desperation, ho makes a convulsive 
■cllbrt, and aftbrds a partial aid to tho Government. His olUcials and 
paiks, the latter numbering about two hundred matchlocks, following 
their chief's example, retard rather than further the good work of 
suppression. These hindrances, however, must be mot and overcome 
by pationco and judgment ; for it is by these instruments that the 
work must he oflccted, if we would desire to leave a good impression 
of our intervention upon the people at largo. 

The consideration of tho family of Bahadur Patro is sim])lo ; but 
the origin of the dispersed branches of that now represented by Gnni 
Patro, of Malmsinghi, is involved in obscurity. It is, however, clear 
that Kalahandi was the birthplace of its members in times previous to 
the invasion of the Sauo Kimidi Malo by Bhimo Dovo. A fabulous 
as well as royal origin is oluimcd. As regards social rank, they are 
Uri3'a Brahnians ; and the family is known, until the present day, by 
the title of " Nolo Bouse," — also enjoyed, it is said, by tho Uajus of 
Kalahandi and Jaypur. 

The fabulous origin of tho family indicating an antiquity, which, 
among a people so wholly illiterate, may bo confined within narrow 
limits, in an article of faith generally received, and is described as 
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follows : — A Brahman widow, who supported herself by begging alius 
in the noighbonring villages, lived at Ainaravati, in Kalaliandi, In 
her wanderings she frequented two roads, on one of which she always 
met with success, and on the other returned empty-handed. Curious 
to ascertain the cause of success, she remarked that a pigeon had built 
a nest, and was sitting on her eggs in a bamboo tree. She secured 
the eggs and carried them home, when, in process of time, two male 
infants issued from the shell, llcgardloss of opprobrium, thu widow 
reared the nhildreu, whoso names were Sava Ohaudrn and Dalian 
Chandra. The eldest received the daughter of the Raja of Sano 
Kiiiiidi ill marriage, with the iiialo as her dower. The i.ssuo of this 
niarringo was the Nolo Konso familly — "Nolo" signifying, in the 
Uriya Language, "a tube" or " pipe," such as tlie stem of the bamboo. 
With reference to the hold of this tradition on the minds of the Nolo 
Bonso Patros, it may be remarked, that the pigeon is reganled with 
peculiar veneration, and its flesh scrupulously avoided. The Raja of 
Sano Kimidi belonged to that line of princes which became extinct 
when Dharnia Dcvo was dispossessed of his raj by Pitamboro Dcvo, 
the grandson of Bliimo Dcvo, while it is possible that Sava Chandra 
Devo's invasion may bo identical with, or at least that ho may be a 
descendant of, that Sava Chandra, who received the malo in dower. 
Ainaravati, literally cniployod as the name of the palace of ludra, is also 
mentioned as the site of a temple, from which, propitiated by human 
sacrifice, the goddess Manikoswari Devi came forth to accompany the 
enterprise of Bliiino Dcvo. 

The cause which led to the introduction of this family into the 
malo is, as regards Mahasiiighi, given as follows, .by a party residing 
on the borders of the Boad Hill Tracts. It is meagre in detail, and 
similar in character, with the reason assigned for the influence of the 
BissycH of the neighbouring malo — the union of the priestly oflice with 
the regal j)ower. Truces of a previous Uriya population arc also 
visible. The narrator, a member of the llogo Patro of Barakominab, 
slates as follows : — " Wo are of tlio Nolo Bonso race, and formerly 
dwelt in Kalaliandi iind Bastar. At the time of our flrst connexion 
with tho Kimidi Malo, jieoplo of tho Uriya race, called ' Kaunu 
Baraiiga,' ' Nakko Baiiiiiga,' ' Tomakaiiga,' and ' I'uiijikiiiga,' 
inhabited the malo, as also that of Bead. By caste, they are 
Amoniacto and Bakto. Though Uriyns, they were iinntted to 
perform the worship of their tutelary goddess, having become eaters 
of flesh and drinkers of spirit, and have assimilated with the Kondiis. 
They invited us into the country from -Kalahandi and Bastar, and 
located im in Jaraaiiigi. In those days there was no Raja in the malo ; 
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but, resolving to appoint one, tliey took ns to Ualsknpali, of tlio IJoad 
Malo, and tliuro adniiiiistorcd to us an oath of fidelity. In proceeding 
to the nuniination of a king, tlioy made a lionrth of unbaked clay ; as 
also an oartlicn vessel, in wiiicli they cooked rice. Tlion tlicy cut open 
tlie stomach of a pregnant woman, and, tearing off tlio skin, formed of 
it the cover of a drum to precede the Haja. Tlioy determined upon the 
following omen : if they could split a bundle of green bamboos with a 
blow of an axe, they would elect a Itnja. It wab so done, and a poraon 
noniiimtcd to the dignity. They brought us from Bnlskapah, and 
established us at Mahasingi. Subsequently wo divided, owing to 
domestic dissensions, and settled in various parts of the country." 

In regard to this tradition, it will be borne in mind that the body 
of Uriyaa in the malo is called collectively " Amoniaeto," and forms 
the last clause in the formula quoted in page 20, and forming tlio 
ground-work of the present inquiry. 

In consonance with this tradition, the worship of the tutelary 
goddess of the village is thus given. The " Jani," a title common to 
both Uriya and Kondli, holds a fast for two dayf . Ho then carries 
the sword, which is her symbol, to her temple j performs his ablutions; 
•iiid, clotllod in wet garments, besmears the ehi'ino with cow <Iung; 
lie (lien lights a lamj), and pours milk and clarified butter over the 
iiii'igc. Next day the people, with drums and music, bring a goat for 
sacrifice ; the head of the victim is washed, and rice and turmeric 
(lour poured upon it. Seven lines aro then drawn on tho ground with 
the rice and turmeric, and twenty small portions of the former aro 
placed on leaves; the victim is then slain, and its head placed upon 
the rice; when tho 'ofliciating j>rlcst thus addresses the goddess: — 
" O great goddess ! the Kaiina Baranga, and others, dwelt in tho 
land, and thou wouldst not cat rice at their hands, nor receive tho 
oflering of blood ; thou causedst us to bo brought hither, to make us 
rulers. We therefore offer this to thee with outstretched hand ; wo 
give thee the blood : drink it, wo pray thee I We sprinkle the imago 
with water, exclaiming. Destroy us not ; deal not falsely with us !" 
He then distributes the flesh of tho victim to all present, saving the 
head, which it is unlawful for any but tho priest to touch. Should a 
bulValo be sacrificed, on the conclusion of tho same ritual tho earcaso 
is deposited withont the temple, and devoured by the Kondlis. When 
a jicrson suffers from fever, or is subject to adversity, fowls and eggs 
are omploj'od as offerings. In the outer portion of the temple is a 
goddess styled " Dua Suni," at whoso door three lines, marked by rice 
and turmeric, arc drawn ; ami the ofl'erings being presented to her, 
aro devour.cil by tho Doinba. 
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The duos of tlio Gocliah are tlireo sieves full of rice from each 
village nnnually. In the chase, ho is entitled to the thigh — the tost 
of his authority. A moiety of the property of an Uriya, who may 
die without heirs, escheats to him. On the death of a Alalliko he 
receives a buffalo ; and at the invcstituro of liis successor, presents of 
various amounts. Irrespective of this, he has no further induenco in 
the internal arrangements of a Kondli community. 

Tho Godiali and his folh)wer8 are a corporate hody, of wliicli tiio 
former is tho chief cxccntive. i(o is emiiowcred to visit with a line, 
within certain limits, tho misdemeanors of his suliordimitcs ; liut, on 
tho other hand, should he oft'end against the common good, the Uriyas 
can arraign, and on conviction, suspend him until tho ple^isure of t!io 
Boijiri Silo Patro bo known. As a corporate body, they arc addressed 
" Somosto Dole," "iJahurl;a," " Bchera Doloyi," and " Patroiko ;" or, 
"to tho hody of the llolo or UrIya people;" " tho odicial servant," 
"the head of the Dolo," and "the Patro." And, again, in addres.sing 
their sujierior, tho Borjiri Silo Patro, tlio expression "Somosto Dolo," 
" lluja Sri Boijiri Silo Patroiko Jonano," or " tho body of the I'riyus." 

Of the immediate subordinates to thoGodiah, tho "Bchera Doloyi," 
or, as he is styled in other places, " Dolheherah," and "Doio|iatti,'' 
words signilying " tho commander of an army," holds the first rank. 
Ho is generally found to bo in charge of some village or subdivision 
within tho jurLsdictioii of tho Godiali. Thus, under Kajindra Patro, 
tho Godiali of Chandragiri, the immediate control of Paiiigunda rests 
with Cliiikra Beliera Doloyi. lii Maliasiiigbi, tlicy stylo tliomsclves 
"Brahinano Honso," claiming origin from a lirahman whoa'.'coiiipaniocl 
tho Nolo Bon.so Patro into the nialo. Tho two classes intermarry. 

The " Pradhani," signifying' " a chief," or " hoad-iiian," is also 
vostcd with power similar to the Dolo Bohera. Piinisliiiltaiiio 
Prailjiant Kiiperintends iSrirampiir, sulijn(;t to the 'J'at llaja of (>adda- 
piir. The above titles are applied in the plains to the head-man of a 
village. 

The " Donihisanno," or "executioner"; the " Dakkua," whoso 
ollice it is to summon the Kondhs ; and the " Piijari," or " village 
|>riest," comprise, in the northern godahs, the " Beliurka," who carry 
out the Pati'o's wishes, and form his council. These men, being 
Uriahs, join the latter in a common bond to give tiioir utmost aid in 
the suppression of human saerilice ; and their word is coiisidcicfl to 
embrace within its condition the "Soiniito Dolo," uinlcr which lieail 
may bo included tiic " Paiks," or "armed i'Clainei>," who are of two 
castes — tho " Santo," a class of men who claim royal descent thioiigb 
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an illegitimate channel; and the "Oniaitto," wliich title Bigiiillcs 
" steel," and indicates their profession. 

A few artisans reside at the godali, consisting of the " Goroyi/' 
or "carpenter"; " Loharo," "blacksmith"; "Qondo," "herdsman"; 
"Lambaro," "potter"; "Sundi," "distiller"; and " Bondari," 
" banker." The " Mali," or " worshipper of Siva,"' is occasionally 
uiet with ; and one family of the Brahman casto resides at Gaddapur. 

The "Doniba," or, as ho is called in tho plains, " Pano," is an 
outcast, and lives outside tho godali. Ho is by profession a trader, 
frcipicnting tho fairs, and supplying tho wants of tho Patro, who never 
rcpnirs there in person. Ho also manufactures rings and ornaments 
of brass, weaves strong cloths, and is tho musician at the festivals of 
the Uriya or Kondh. As in tho Male of Boad and Gunisar, hero 
also his chief profits would spring, were it not for our intorvcntion, 
front tho sale of children for sacriflco. 

Tho "Haddi," or as ho is styled by tho Kondhs "Gahangu," is tho 
same class as tho Pariah of tho plains, though ho will not partako of 
food with them. He is by trado a basket makor, and also porforma 
menial ollicos in tho Uriya quarter of tbo goduh. 



